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Yn the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen, 


The Society of the Mission Priests of 
S. John the Evangelist has been formed for 
the cultivation of a life dedicated to God 
according to the principles of poverty, chas- 
tity, and obedience; and shall occupy itself 
in works missionary and educational, both 
at home and abroad, for the advancement 
of the kingdom of Christ, as God in His 
good providence may seem to call. 

Lay Brothers also may be united with 
the Mission Priests, in dedication to the 
Religious Life; and they shall assist as far 
as they can in the works of the Society; 
but the government of the Society shall rest 
with the Professed Fathers only. 

By the words Professed, and Profession, 
wherever used in the Statutes and Rule of 
Life, is intended profession under perma- 
nent vows. 


Or THE EXTERNAL RELATIONS OF THE 
Society 


Statute I. Members of the Society must 
be careful to observe all canonical obliga- 


tions belonging to any position which they 
may occupy in any diocese. (See also Stat- 
utes IV.6 and XXX.) 


Statute II. All regulations of the Society 
shall be understood to affect its members 
only as individuals associated together by 
voluntary agreement, and shall not interfere 
with any constitutional claim upon their 
obedience belonging to the Church or her 
authorities. 


Statute IIT, The Society shall not es- 
tablish itself in any diocese without the con- 
sent, previously obtained, of the Bishop. 


Or tHe Visrror 


Statute IV. 1. The Visitor shall be a 
bishop of the American Church, to be nom- 
inated by the Superior of the Congregation, 
with the consent of the majority of the 
Professed Fathers. 


2. It shall be the duty of the Visitor to 
see that the Statutes of the Society are ob- 
served and the Rule of Life maintained. 


3. He shall have power to make inquiry 
as to these points, and to receive appeals 
when made to him; but he shall not possess 
any executive authority, nor act towards the 
Society except as guardian of its written 
laws. 
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4. No change in the Statutes or the Rule 
of Life shall be made without his sanction. 


5. No Father shall be dismissed from the 
Society without the right of appeal to him. 
(See also Statute LXXIL.) 


6. His authority over members of the 
Society is limited to the maintenance of the 
Statutes and the Rule of Life; and he shall 
not infringe any canonical rights of dioceses 
other than his own. 

(See also Statutes LXXI and XCTITI.) 


Or 1 SUPERIOR OF THE CONGREGATION 


Statute V. The Superior of the Congre- 
gation shall be elected for three years, and 
shall be capable of re-election at the end of 
that time, and as often as the Chapter may 
be pleased to continue him in his office. 


Statute VI. The triennial election shall 
take place at the Chapter holden after the 
annual retreat in July. 

Statute VII. The Superior of the Con- 
gregation shall be elected by ballot, and must 
have the votes of a clear majority of those 
who have a right to vote. 


Statute VIII, Only Professed Fathers 
of the Society shall have the right to vote 
at such elections. 

(See also Statutes XLVIIT and LXXV.) 
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Statute IX. No one shall have more than 
one vote in the election, even though he be 
holding more than one office. 


Statute X. 1. Before the election a 
printed list of the Professed Fathers shall 
be furnished to each member entitled to vote. 


2. Those unable to be present at the 
Chapter shall place against the name of the 
Father who is their first choice the letter A, 
and against the name of their second choice 
the letter B; and shall then return the list 
thus marked, sealed, but in a second cover 
authenticating its source, to the Assistant 
Superior of the Congregation, who at the 
time of the election shall hand these sealed 
lists to the scrutineers (who shall be ap- 
pointed by the Chapter) to be added to the 
votes of those present. These shall be given 
by placing a cross against the name of the 
Father on the printed list for whom each 
desires to vote. The A votes of the absent 
Fathers shall be counted in the first ballot; 
and also in the second if a second should be 
required. In the third and fourth ballots 
their B votes shall be counted. 


3. In announcing the result of an un- 
successful ballot, the scrutineers shall de- 
clare both the total number of votes cast for 
each Father, and also the number of votes 
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given for each by absent and by present 
members. 


4. If after four ballots no name shall 
have obtained a clear majority of the votes 
of the members of the Chapter (present or 
absent), the Chapter shall then appoint a 
committee of five or seven Fathers, by whose 
ballot the election shall,be finally determined. 
Any Provincial Superiors or other Greater 
Officers of the Society who happen to be 
present shall be members of this committee, 
and others shall be added to their number by 
vote of the Chapter, if necessary. 


5. When either in one or other of the 
four ballots, or in the committee, a Superior 
of the Congregation has been elected, the 
election shall be announced without any 
statement of the number of votes. But if 
the election be unanimous the fact that it 
is so shall be announced. 


Statute XI. A Superior of the Congre- 
gation at the expiration of his term of office 
shall neither be present nor vote at the 
election of his successor, and the Assistant 
Superior of the Congregation shall preside. 


Statute XII. Fathers who are away from 
home and unable to send their votes, shall 
accept the decision of the majority as cheer- 
fully as if they had been able to give their 
votes. 
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Statute XIII. 1. In case of the death or 
resignation of the Superior of the Congre- 
gation, it shall be incumbent on the Assi 
ant Superior of the Congregation (or if 
necessary the senior Father by Profession in 
ordinary residence at the mother house) to 
communicate, by telegraph if possible, with 
provinces and outlying houses, and to make 
arrangements for the election of a successor. 


election shall be held at a Special 
apter, which shall be called for 
the purpose, and shall transact no other busi- 
ness ; and the new Superior of the Congrega- 
tion shall be elected only for the unexpired 
period of the term of office of his prede- 
cessor. 


Statute XIV. 1. If the Superior of the 
Congregation is censured by a two-thirds 
majority of a Chapter summoned under the 
provisions of Statute LIT for any fault, 
whether of government, morals, or doctrine, 
he shall be relieved of his office, and the 
Assistant Superior of the Congregation shall 
cause an election of a successor to be held 
without delay, and in accordance with the 
provisions of Statute XIIL2. The Super- 
ior of the Congregation thus censured shall 
take no part in the Chapter summoned for 
the election. 


Or THE SUPERIOR OF THE CONGREGATION’S 
CounciL 


Statute XV. 1. Three Fathers residing 
in the United States of America shall be 
elected, by ballot, by those present at the 
Annual Chapter, to act as a Council to the 
Superior of the Congregation, with whom 
he shall consult on all-matters of importance 
affecting the Society. 


2. In case of a vacancy occurring upon 
the Council, it shall be filled up as soon as 
convenient by a vote taken at a meeting of 
the Chapter. 


Or THE OFFICERS OF THE Society 


Statute XVI. All Officers shall be ap- 
pointed by the Superior of the Congrega- 
tion and shall continue during his pleasure, 
except as may be otherwise ordered in the 
Statutes. 


Statute XVII. The Greater Officers of 
the Society are (besides the Superior of the 
Congregation ) -— 


The Assistant Superior of the Congre- 
gation, 

The Provincial Superiors, 

The Master of the Novices, and 

The Master of the Lay Brothers. 
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Statute XVIII. The Superior of the 
Congregation shall have power to send a 
Father as his representative to visit any 
province or house of the Society; and such 
visitor, when engaged on such visitation, 
shall be treated with the same respect as the 
Superior of the Congregation himself. 


Statute XTX. The customary tokens of 
obedience and respect which are shewn to 
the Superior of the Congregation shall be 
shewn to the Superior of every department 
by those who are under his jurisdiction, un- 
less some Superior having higher jurisdic- 
tion in that house or province be present. 

(See also Rule of Life, XTX, 3.) 


Or THE 


AssISTANT SUPERIOR OF THE 
CONGREGATION 


Statute XX. The Assistant Superior of 
the Congregation is the representative of 
the Superior of the Congregation in all 
works entrusted to him by the Superior, and 
in every house of the Society when the 
Superior of the Congregation is not present. 


Statute XXI. The Assistant Superior of 
the Congregation shall preside at all ses- 
sions of General Chapters of the Society at 
which for any reason, the Superior of the 
Congregation is not present, and also in the 
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case of a vacancy in the Superior of the 
Congregation’s office. 


Or ProvincrAL SUPERIORS 


Statute XXII. 1. The Provincial Supe- 
riors shall be appointed by the Superior of 
the Congregation for three years. They 
shall, however, be liable to be displaced 
upon complaint, if the Superior of the Con- 
gregation see fit. And they may be re- 
appointed to the same office as often as may 
seem desirable. 


2. Their appointment shall date from the 
feast of S. John within the octave of Christ- 
mas following the triennial Chapter. 


3. In case of vacancy an appointment 
for the remainder of the three years takes 
immediate effect. 


Statute XXIII. The Provincial shall be 
careful to see that the rules and customs of 
the Society are observed in all the houses 
under his jurisdiction, due allowance being 
made for any local necessity ; but any diver- 
gence of a permanent character must have 
the sanction of the Superior of the Con- 
gregation, 


Statute XXIV. Superiors of houses shall 
yield dutiful submission to their Provincial 
Superior. 
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Statute XXV. It shall always be in the 
power, either of the Provincial Superior or 
of the subordinate Superior to appeal to 
the decision of the Superior of the Congre- 
gation in any case of difficulty. 


Statute XXVI. 1. When a Provincial 
Superior is staying in any house subject to 
his jurisdiction, he shall take the place of 
the Superior of that house for the time 
being, as the Superior of the Congregation 
would do if he were present. 


2. The Fathers Provincial when staying 
in the mother house shall take rank imme- 
diately after the Assistant Superior of the 
Congregation and before the Master of the 
Novices. 


3. They shall rank amongst themselves 
according to seniority of profession. 


Statute XXVII. 1. Each Provincial 
Superior shall write at least monthly to the 
Superior of the Congregation, and shall keep 
him informed of all matters affecting the 
interests of the Society in his province. 


2. Each Provincial Superior shall send 
to the Superior of the Congregation a yearly 
balance sheet of the income and expenditure 
of the works within his province. 
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Statute XXVIII. All arrangements for 
any spiritual work beyond the immediate 
neighborhood of each house shall be made 
by the Provincial, but in matters of local 
and temporary interest the Superior of each 
house can make arrangements upon his own 
authority. 


Statute XXIX, A Provincial Superior 
has no power to arrange for any new work 
involving permanent relationships of the 
Society, without the written nt of the 
Superior of the Congregation, 


Statute XXX. It shall rest with the 
Father Provincial to locate the members of 
the Society within his province as may be 
necessary from time to time, due regard 
being always had to the canonical require- 
ments of the Church; and in appointments 
of a permanent character the sanction of 
the Superior of the Congregation shall be 
obtained before the final steps are taken. 


Statute XXXI. The Father Provincial 
shall in all cases make arrangements for 
the employment of a subordinate in any 
house through the Superior of that house. 


Or tHe Masrer or THE Novices 
Statute XXXII. The Master of the Nov- 
ices shall have the spiritual training of all 
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novices in holy orders, or preparing for the 
same. He shall also take their Chapter of 
Faults, when this is held; and appoint their 
meditations. (See Rule of Life, IV.2, 4 
and XXXIIL2.) 


Statute XXXIII. The Novices shall pay 
him absolute obedience, subject only to the 
Superior of the Congregation, (See Rule 
of Lite, IV.6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.) 


Statute XXXIV. He shall take prece- 
dence next to the Assistant Superior of the 
Congregation in the mother house, and im- 
mediately after the Superior of any house 
in which he may be visiting. 


Or tHe Ma te Lay BrorHers 


Statute XXXV. The Master of the Lay 
Brothers shall have charge of them, both 
Professed and Novices. He shall take their 
Chapter of Faults, when this is held; and 
appoint their meditations. 

(See Rule of Life XX XIIL.2.) 


Statute XXXVI. He shall take rank in 
the Society next to the Master of the Nov- 
ices, whether in the mother house or else- 
where. 


Statute XXXVI. The Master of the 
Novices and the Master of the Lay Brothers 
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in the mother house, if happening to stay 
in a provincial house, shall take rank im- 
mediately before the corresponding office- 
bearer in that house. 


Or Superiors or Brancu Houses 


Statute XXXVIII. 1. The Superior of 
every house shall give immediate informa- 
tion’ to the Superior of the Congregation 
if he be_ within a province, to the 
matter affecting the 
interests of the Society in his neighborhood. 


2. He shall also communicate with him 
by letter at least monthly, unless he has 
more frequent opportunities of personal in- 
tercourse, 

(See Statutes XVI, XXIV, XXV.) 


Statute XXXIX. Each Superior of a 
branch house shall send to the Superior of 
the Congregation (or, if he be within a 
province, to the Provincial) a half-yearly 
balance sheet of the income and expenditure 
of the works under his charge. 


Statute XL. No pecuniary responsibili- 
ties, beyond the legitimate current expendi- 
ture, shall be incurred by the Superior of 
any house or work, without the advice of 
the Father Provincial and the assent of the 
Superior of the Congregation. 
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Or AssISTANT SUPERIORS 


Statute XLI. 1. In every house of the 
Society there shall be an Assistant Superior, 
as soon as numbers seem to call for it. The 
determination of such necessity, as well as 
the appointment, shall rest with the Superior 
of the Congregation, or, in a province, with 
the Provincial Superior. 


2. The Assistant Superior is the ordinary 
referee upon all occasions of difficulty re- 
quiring immediate action, when the Father 
Superior is not at home. 


Or a Faruer 1n CHARGE 


Statute XLII. 1. Both in the mother 
house and in all branch houses, if it hap- 
pen that the Father Superior and the A 
ant of that house are both of them absent 
at the same time, the care of the house for 
the time being shall devolve upon the senior 
Professed Father who is staying there in 
ordinary residence (without reference to 
official position), unless any other provision 
be specially made for the emergency. 


2. The authority of a Father thus re- 
maining in charge shall be equivalent to that 
of an Assistant Superior. 

(See Statute XL1.2.) 
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Or TREASURERS 


Statute XLIII. 1. At the mother house 
a Treasurer shall be appointed by the Su- 
perior of the Congregation, who shall keep 
the accounts of the Society, and prepare 
the annual balance sheet. He shall act in 
accordance with the directions of the Cen- 
tral Finance Committee in matters entrusted 
to them, and in all other financial matters 
as a steward responsible to the Superior of 
the Congregation. 


2. In other houses of the Society there 
shall be a Treasurer, who, if not the Supe- 
rior of the house, shall be appointed by 
him and shall be in all financial matters 
responsible to him. 


Or SECRETARIES 


Statute XLIV. 1. It is desirable that 
in every house there should be a secretary, 
who may be a Lay Brother if it seems good, 
to carry on correspondence of a technical 
character, and otherwise aid the Superior 
as he may be directed. 


2. It shall be the duty of the secretary 
from time to time, as instructed by the 
Father Superior, to make or revise the in- 
ventories of various goods in different de- 
partments of the house. 
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Or GENERAL CHAPTERS 


Statute XLV. 1. A Chapter of the So- 
ciety shall be held annually after the July 
retreat, at which the Superior of the Con- 
gregation shall notify such events as he may 
think desirable. (See also Statute XXI.) 


2. The chairman shall have a casting 
vote, except when it is otherwise provided. 
(See Statute XI.) 


Statute XLVI. Each Provincial shall 
send to the Superior of the Congregation a 
list of such subjects as he considers desir- 
able to be brought before the annual Chap- 
ter, and any of the Fathers present may 
introduce any subject of which he has given 
the Superior of the Congregation two calen- 
dar months’ notice. But if any member of 
the Chapter considers that it is undesirable 
to discuss any such subject on the list, he 
may, before the subject is brought forward, 
propose that it be struck off the Agenda 
paper, stating briefly his reasons; and the 
Chapter shall proceed at once, without de- 
bate, to vote on this proposal. This provi- 
sion does not apply to subjects introduced 
by the Superior of the Congregation, or at 
the request of a Provincial Chapter. 


Statute XLVII. 1. The Superior of the 
Congregation shall cause a paper of Agenda 
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(if any) to be sent to all members of the 
Chapter, so that they may receive it five 
weeks before such Chapter is held. 


2. Any Father desiring to bring forward 
any motion must send his request to the 
Superior of the Congregation in time to 
allow of this circulation. 


Statute XLVIIJ. A newly Professed 
Father, though having a seat and voice, shall 
have no vote in any Chapter held within 
six months after his profession. 


Statute XLIX. 1. No canvassing for 
party purposes shall be allowed with refer- 
ence to any matter that is coming before a 
Chapter, and Fathers must come to the 
Chapter entirely unpledged in regard to their 
votes. 


2. If the Superior shall find that any 
member of the Chapter has been guilty in 
this respect, he shall have power to deprive 
such offender of his vote at the approaching 
Chapter, or to withdraw the subject alto- 
gether from discussion, 


Statute L. The acts of all Chapters shall 
be recorded in a book to be kept for that 
purpose, and a copy of all resolutions shall 
be forwarded without delay to the Fathers 
Provincial, 
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Statute LI. After the decision of any 
matter in Chapter all private discussion must 
cease. 


Statute LII. If there be any matter of 
urgent need, it shall be Jawful for the 
Fathers Provincial to request the Superior 
of the Congregation to summon a Chapter 
at any time ; and it shall be his duty to attend 
such request, if unanimously presented. 

(See Statutes XIV and L1V.3.) 


Statute LIIL. The Superior of the Con- 
gregation, after taking the advice of his 
Council, may summon a special General 
Chapter whenever there seems to him suf- 
ficient reason for doing so, full and timely 
notice of such Chapter, and of the subjects 
to be discussed thereat, being given to all 
members of the Chapter at home and abroad. 


Or THe Greater CHAPTER 


Statute LIV. 1. There shall be held 
once in three years a Chapter to be called 
the Greater Chapter; at which the election 
of the Superior of the Congregation shall 
take place. All matters affecting a change 
of Statute or Rule of Life must have the 
approval of this Greater Chapter, as is 
hereinafter provided. (See Statute C. 1, 2.) 
Such approval is also needed before any 
new Province can be formed. 
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2. Any Chapter called under Statute LIT 
shall have the powers of a Greater Chapter. 


3. It shall be lawful for the Superior of 
the Congregation with the consent of his 
Council to call a special Greater Chapter for 
the transaction of any urgent business which 
would otherwise be inconveniently delayed. 


Or Provincia, CHAPTERS 


Statute LV, As there is a General Chap- 
ter of the Society to be holden after the 
July retreat, so there shall be a Chapter 
holden in each Province at such time as may 
be deemed most convenient. 


Statute LVI. If subjects are brought for- 
ward which to any seem undesirable, it shall 
be lawful for the Chapter to act with refer- 
ence to them in the way prescribed in Stat- 
ute XLVI. This, provision does not apply 
to subjects introduced by the Provincial 
Superior. 


Statute LVII. The annual Provincial 
Chapter shall always be preceded if possible, 
by a retreat of such length as circumstances 
may allow. 


Statute LVIII. A copy of the notes of 
a Provincial Chapter shall always be for- 
warded to the Superior of the Congregation 
without delay. 
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Or PostuLants 


Statute LIX. Application for admission 
to the Society if not made directly to the 
Superior of the Congregation shall always 
be referred to the Father Provincial; and 
he shall have power to assign the applicant 
to any place of postulancy that he may think 
fit. 


Statute LX. Postulants belonging to dis- 
tant countries shall ordinarily spend not less 
than three months in one of the provincial 
houses, and shall then come to the mother 
house for their noviciate, unless a noviciate 
has been formed in the province. 


Statute LXI. During the time of postu- 
lancy it shall be the duty of any of the 
Fathers to inform the Superior if anything 
is noticed which may make the admission of 
the postulant undesirable. 


Statute LXH. 1. It shall rest with the 
Superior of the Congregation and the Nov- 
ice Master to determine whether any postu- 
lant shall be received into the noviciate. 


2. The period of postulancy shall ordi- 
narily be at least three months. 

(See also Statutes LXXXV, LXXXVI, 
LXXXVIL) 
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Or Cuorr Novices 


Statute LXIII. Elections for profession 
shall ordinarily take place at a General 
Chapter to be held three weeks before the 
commencement of the annual retreat, the 
votes of all the Professed Fathers having 
been previously collected; but no Father is 
obliged to vote at the election unless he has 
had opportunity sufficient to form an opin- 
ion. One negative vote in four shall exclude. 


Statute LXIV. The veto of the Superior 
of the Congregation, or of the Master of 
the Novices, shall be absolute. 


Statute LXV. No one shall be admitted 
to profession under thirty years of age. 


Statute LXVI. The period of noviciate 
shall be two years at least. Novices who 
have been clothed at the annual retreat, if 
they have not been proposed for election 
sooner, and if they are of sufficient age, 
must be proposed at the end of three years. 
For novices who have been clothed at a 
time other than that of the annual retreat 
the period of noviciate will ordinarily be 
lengthened until the next following election 
Chapter. 

(See Statute LXIII.) 

Statute LXVII. It shall rest with the 
Superior of the Congregation to determine 
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whether the novice, if rejected, shall be 
allowed to stay on for another year’s proba- 
tion and training; at the end of that time 
he must be proposed for election or final 
rejection. 

(See also Statutes XXXII, XXXII, 
LXXXVIII, XCII, XCHL.) 


New Srarute—Or. Cuoir Canpmpates 
For PRroression 


1, Choir novices who shall have com- 
pleted the ordinary period of the noviciate, 
but have not yet reached the age of thirty 
years, may be admitted to temporary vows, 
which shall for the first three years be 
renewable annually, and thereafter for such 
periods as may be determined in each case; 
provided that the novice admitted to such 
temporary vows shall have satisfied the Nov- 
ice Master as to the reality of his vocation, 
and shall be at least twenty-one years of age. 


2. The election of a novice for his 
first admission to temporary vows shall be 
made by the Chapter of the Province to 
which the novice belongs. The votes of 
absent Fathers shall be counted, and one 
negative vote in three shall exclude. It shall 
rest with the Superior of the Congregation 
to determine whether the novice, if rejected, 
shall be allowed to stay for further pro- 
bation. 
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3. In each Province with a noviciate, it 
shall rest with the Novice Master, with the 
assent of the Superior of the Province, to 
propose the novice for admission to tem- 
porary vows. For the renewal of the vows 
the consent of the Superior of the Province, 
and of the Superior of the house in which 
the candidate has been residing, shall be 
sufficient. But no candidate shall be re- 
jected without the consent of the provincial 
Chapter. Any candidate so rejected can 
only be received again into the noviciate on 
the proposal of the Superior of the Con- 
gregation and with the consent of the ma- 
jority of the Fathers of the Province in 
which the noviciate is situated. 


4. A candidate for profession may be 
released at any time from his connection 
with the Society for sufficient cause by the 
Superior of the Congregation after consult- 
ing his Council, but not without the consent 
of the Chapter of the Province in which he 
resides. 


5. Every candidate taking temporary 
vows shall be understood to take them under 
the condition that in the event either of 
release or of dismissal from the Society, 
before their stated period has expired, all 
obligations of his vows shall cease. 
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6. When the candidate is thirty years 
of age he shall be proposed for election to 
Profession. (See Statutes LXIII, LXV.) 
The veto of the Superior of the Congre- 
gation shall be absolute. 


7. It is desirable that the candidate 
should spend the six months previous to his 
Profession at the mother house, in prepara- 
tion for his Profession, 


Or Lay Novices 


Statute LXVIII. Lay Brothers shall have 
a noviciate of not less than two years, after 
which they may be admitted to temporary 
vows, which shall be renewable from year 
to year, at the time of the Society’s annual 
retreat, for a period of five successive years, 
or more if at the end of five years they 
are under thirty years of age. On the com- 
pletion of five years from the first vows, or 
as soon after as they shall have reached the 
age of thirty, the Brothers shall be admitted 
to life vows, if duly elected by the Chapter 
of the Society; provided that it shall be in 
the power of the Father Superior of the 
Congregation, acting with the Master of the 
Lay Brothers, to put forward a Brother for 
Profession at the end of the third year of 
his annual vows, if in their judgment a case 
for exceptional treatment has arisen; pro- 
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vided also that the Brother be thirty years 
of age. 

For admission to the first vows the con- 
sent of the Father Superior of the Con- 
gregation and of the greater officers resi- 
dent at the mother house shall be sufficient, 
and for the annual renewal the consent of 
the above-named officers together with that 
of the Superior of ‘any branch house in 
which the Brother may be resident shall be 
required, and in the case of foreign houses 
the consent of the Provincial Superior also. 

The election of Lay Brothers for Profes- 
sion shall take place in the manner prescribed 
in Statute LXITI, for choir novices. 

A Brother who has taken only annual 
vows shall be free to leave the Society in- 
stead of renewing his vows at the time of 
the annual Chapter. But the engagement 
he has taken strictly forbids him to with- 
draw during the course of the year, unless 
he be dispensed from his vows by the Father 
Superior of the Congregation. 

Nevertheless, a Brother under annual 
vows may be dismissed at any time by the 
Father Superior of the Congregation acting 
with the Master of the Lay Brothers and 
with the consent of the above-named officers. 


Statute LXIX. No Lay Brother shall 
be brought forward for election for Profes- 
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sion without the consent of both the Father 
Superior of the Congregation and the Mas- 
ter of the Lay Brothers. 


Statute LXX. The Lay Brothers shall be 
called by their Christian names, unless there 
be some reason to the contrary. 


Or RELEASE 


Statue LXXI. If an extreme case should 
ever arise in which conflicting claims of duty 
may seem to require that any professed 
member of the Society should be released 
from his obligations to the Society, he shall 
lay his case before a General Chapter to be 
specially summoned to consider the difficulty 
(to which Chapter absent members who feel 
that they have sufficient knowledge of the 
circumstances may send their votes) ; and if 
the Chapter consent to his release, the Su- 
perior of the Congregation shall then seek 
from the Visitor his decision that the cir- 
cumstances are such as to justify the release. 
The member shall not be free to retire until 
the Visitor has so decided, and when he 
leaves he shall have no claim upon the 
Society of any kind whatsoever. 


Or Drsmissat 
Statute LXXII. No Professed Father or 
Lay Brother shall be dismissed from the 
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Society, except upon the proposal of the 
Superior of the Congregation and the assent 
of at least three-fourths of a Chapter spe- 
cially assembled for the purpose of consid- 
ering his case; and the Father or Brother 
so dismissed shall have the right of appeal 
to the Visitor. 


Statute LXXIII. If any member of the 
Society quits the house or work to which 
he is attached, without the sanction of his 
Superior, or without surrendering himself 
to the Superior of the Congregation when 
summoned upon his obedience, he is to be 
considered as ipso facto dismissed, and can 
make no claims upon the Society of any kind 
whatsoever. 


Or REapMIssION 


Statute LXXIV. No novice who has 
left the Society shall be accepted again, save 
on the proposal of the Superior of the Con- 
gregation, with the consent of the Fathers 
at home and the Fathers Provincial abroad. 


Statute LXXV. If a Professed Father 
should ask to be allowed to return after re- 
lease, or dismissal, he shall only be re- 
admitted in the same manner; and a Father 
thus received back again shall be forever 
incapable of holding office or attending the 
Chapter. 
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Or CHapeEts 


Statute LXXVI. 1. Every branch house 
shall, if possible, have a chapel or oratory, 
in which the offices shall be said, and in 
which it is desirable that the Holy Eucharist 
should, with the permission of the bishop, 
be celebrated. 


2. Everything in ‘the Chapel must be 
arranged with the view of inspiring rever- 
ence; but the spirit of poverty must also 
be safeguarded, and all costly ‘gifts should 
be refused. 


Or THE OrFice Book 


Statute LXXVII. The office book, both 
for the hours and for other services, having 
been accepted by the Chapter, shall not be 
altered, save in the manner prescribed in 
Statute C for Change of Statute or Rule. 


Or THE FuRNITURE OF THE HousE 


Statute LXXVIII. The houses of the 
Society shall be furnished in the plainest 
wa Pictures and ornaments shall not be 
allowed unduly to accumulate in the public 
rooms; nor shall any be allowed in the cells, 
but only the crucifix. 


Or tHe Hasit 


Statute LXXIX. 1. The habit shall be 
worn as the usual dress; but upon occasions 
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when necessity or charity seem to require it 
to be laid aside, leave may be asked from the 
Father Superior for the substitution of some 
other dress, provided always that it be suit- 
able to the calling of a Religious. 


2, Changes in dress which may be re- 
quired by the necessities of a foreign climate 
should receive the sanction of the Superior 
of the Congregation before being adopted. 


Or CorresponbE. 


Statute LXXX. 1. Members of the So- 
ciety shall avoid all unnecessary communica- 
tions with the world; and all letters to any, 
except their own Superiors in Religion, or 
the immediate members of their own fam- 
ilies, shall pass through the hands of the 
Superior of their house, who shall have 
authority to send or retain them, except in 
cases where the right of sigillum has been 
specially granted for spiritual purposes. 


NCE 


2. All letters coming from the post shall 
be taken to the Father Superior, and shall 
be given out by him unopened. 

(See Rule of Life, XXIV.) 


Or AppraL 
Statute LXXXI. All members of the 
Society shall always have free access to their 
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own Provincial, or, if they prefer it, imme- 
diately to the Superior of the Congregation ; 
and in both these cases all communications, 
whether going to or coming from either of 
these Superiors, shall be strictly confidential. 


Or OPENNESS OF INTERCOURSE 


Statute LXXXII. No member of the 
Society may hold any communication with 
any other of such kind that it shall be con- 
sidered a breach of confidence to mention it 
to the Superior of the Congregation. 


Or Pusiications 


Statute LXXXIII. 1. No publication 
beyond what may be necessary for parochial 
or local needs shall be issued by any mem- 
ber of the Society without the assent of the 
Superior of the Congregation; and, if it is 
to be published within the limits of any 
constituted province, of the Provincial Su- 
perior likewise. In case of emergency, when 
the necessity of immediate publication pre- 
cludes the possibility of communication with 
the Superior of the Congregation, a Pro- 
vincial Superior may authorize the publi- 
cation, 


2, No member of the Society shall be 
at liberty to write to or for the public papers 
without the permission of his immediate 
Superior. 
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Or Berne Sent ABROAD 


Statute LXXXIV. None of the Fathers 
shall be sent permanently beyond the limits 
of his own country except with his own con- 
sent. Having once accepted permanent work 
abroad, he will lose all right to use this 
concession in future. The word “perma- 
nent” is to be understood as applying to an 
indefinite mission, without any stipulation 
as to limit of time. 


OF Property 


Statute LXXXV. No expectation of 
money shall be allowed to have any weight 
in the reception of a postulant. 


Statute LXXXVI. Each postulant shall 
arrange with the Superior of the Congrega- 
tion what is the sum which he shall con- 
tribute to the common fund of the Society, 
if he is able to make any such contribution ; 
and, whether it be little or much, the ar- 
rangement shall be entirely confidential, and 
shall be known only to the financial officers 
of the Society. 


Statute LXXXVII. No one shall be re- 
quired to give all that he has, even of income, 
to the common fund. 


Statute LXXXVIII. 1. No one who 
enters the Society shall retain any property 
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for his own use; but it shall not be consid- 
ered a violation of the law of poverty to 
allow each one to retain for his ordinary 
use any necessary books of habitual devo- 
tion, or manuscripts of his own which may 
be helpful to his work. 


2. The Superior of the house shall 
nevertheless always he free to remove any 
articles, and to restrict such liberty if he 
sees fit. 


Statute LXXXIX. It shall always be in 
the power of the Father Superior of any 
house of the Society to assign anything in 
that house to be used by anyone that he 
pleases, 


Statute XC. No one may receive the 
smallest thing by way of present from ex- 
terns, nor may he receive anything by way 
of payment for. services which he has ren- 
dered, unless his Superior give consent. 


Statute XCI. Anything received when 
away from home shall be received in the 
name of the Society, and shall be handed 
over to the Superior. 


Statute XCII. Each novice shall, upon 
making his Profession, distribute all his 
personal goods amongst his friends, or else 
he shall give them for the purposes of the 
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Society, but he shall retain nothing for his 
own use. 


Statute XCITI. 1. If possessed of prop- 
erty, he shall normally part with it entirely 
on the eve of his profession. If in excep- 
tional cases it shall seem desirable to him- 
self and to the Superior of the Congregation 
that he should retain, in whole or in part, the 
legal ownership, he shall then before his 
Profession make his will; and the will so 
made shall not be altered without due cause 
to be approved by the Superior of the Con- 
gregation and the Visitor, 


2. After his Profession, such part of his 
income as is not given to his relatives shall 
be handed over by him to the Society as soon 
as it is received. 


Statute XCIV. No one possessed of 
property is bound to leave such property, or 
any part of it, to the Society. He may leave 
it to whatever relatives he pleases; but if 
he desire to leave it to any object beyond the 
limits of his own family, he must obtain the 
consent of the Superior of the Congrega- 
tion. 

Statute XCV. If any member of the So- 
ciety shall subsequently to his Profession 
become possessed of any property, it shall 
be at his option to give it to the Society or 
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to relatives living in the world, but he shall 
not retain any part of it for his personal 
use. 


Or THE PROPERTY AND FINANCE OF THE 
Society 


Statute XCVI. 1. The property of the 
Society in different places, whether real or 
funded, shall be held (unless in any case 
other provision should have been made, or 
is rendered necessary by the legal require- 
ments of the country in which the property 
is held), by three or more trustees appointed 
in writing by the Superior of the Congrega- 
tion, who shall be Fathers of the Society, 
and of whom two at least, shall, if possible, 
be Fathers living at the time in the country 
where the property exists. 

It is not necessary that all the properties 
of the Society in one place should be held 
by the same set of trustees. In cases in 
which the existence of a trust is not stated 
in the document of title or certificate of 
ownership, there should be executed some 
document constituting a formal declaration 
of trust. 


2. At the mother house there shall be 
a Central Finance Committee, which shall 
also act for the home Province. The Com- 
mittee shall consist of the Father Superior 
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of the Congregation, the Assistant Superior 
of the Congregation, the Treasurer, and one 
to three other Fathers resident in the United 
States of America, elected annually at the 
General Chapter. The elected members may 
always be reelected for service on the Com- 
mittee, and in case of a vacancy occurring 
amongst them the Committee shall at their 
next meeting co-opt a Father to complete the 
number. At any meeting of this Committee 
three shall be the number necessary for a 
quorum, and the chairman of the meeting 
shall have a casting vote, in any case in 
which the votes are equally divided. 


3. The Central Finance Committee shall 
mneet at least quarterly. All property and 
money accruing to the Society generally, or 
to the home Province, by gift, legacy, or 
subscriptions, shall be notified quarterly to 
the Committee by the Treasurer. 


4. In each of the foreign Provinces there 
shall be a Provincial Finance Committee, 
consisting of the Provincial Superior and 
two other Fathers resident in the Province, 
and elected annually by the Chapter of the 
Province. In the case of a vacancy occur- 
ring it shall be filled up within three months 
by the votes of a majority of the Fathers of 
the Provincial Chapter resident in that 
Province, 
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5. Each of the finance committees shall 
keep a book in which shall be recorded the 
transactions of the Committee. 


6. It shall rest with the several finance 
committees to decide as to investments, and 
also as to whether the finances allow of any 
proposed apportionments, or special expen- 
diture. 


7. In the case of the home Province no 
property may be alienated or mortgaged, nor 
more than three thousand dollars ($3,000) 
be spent on any single object without the 
consent of the Chapter of the Province, nor 
if the value of the property in question, or 
the sum to be expended, exceeds ten thou- 
sand dollars ($10,000) without the consent 
also of the General Chapter. 

In the case of any foreign Province no 
property may be alienated or mortgaged, nor 
more than three thousand dollars ($3,000) 
be expended on any building or undertaking, 
without the consent of the Chapter of the 
Province, and of the Central Finance Com- 
mittee. 


8. The ordinary domestic expenditure of 
each house, and any special expenditure on 
any one object not exceeding the sum of 
five hundred dollars ($500), shall be ul- 
timately under the control of the Superior 
of the house. 
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9. Any bequests or gifts to the Society 
which would, if accepted, involve new per- 
manent responsibilities, shall not be accepted 
without the consent of the General Chapter. 


10. Each set of trustees, appointed un- 
der the first section of this statute, shall act 
as directed by the Finance Committee, which 
is responsible for the management of the 
property in question, 


11. The Central Finance Committee shall 
submit to the Annual General Chapter bal- 
ance sheets exhibiting the financial transac- 
tions of the year, viz.: 

(1) Those of the home Province, and 

(2) Those of the foreign Provinces. 


12. In like manner a balance sheet for 
the year shall be prepared by the Finance 
Committee of each foreign Province, for 
presentation at the annual Chapter of the 
Province. It shall be prepared in time for a 
copy to be forwarded to the Superior of the 
Congregation for him to receive it by the 
31st of March of the year following. 


13. In any Province, in which by reason 
of the legal requirements of the country the 
provisions of the preceding sections of this 
statute cannot be fully complied with, or in 
which the difficulty of holding meetings of 
the financial committee more than once a 
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year shall, in the judgment of the Superior 
of the Congregation be considered insuper- 
able, the provisions of this statute shall 
nevertheless be complied with as far as is 
practicable. 


OF PATRONAGE 


Statute XCVII. Trustees administering 
patronage on behalf of the Society must con- 
sult with the Superior of the Congregation 
with reference to any appointment, and have 
his sanction, before it is made. 


Or By-Laws 


Statute XCVHI. By-laws which do not 
conflict with the existing statutes may be 
passed at any General Chapter (Ordinary or 
Greater), and shall have effect until the next 
Greater Chapter, but shall not be incorpo- 
rated in the Statutes unless confirmed by the 
Greater Chapter after consideration in the 
provincial Chapters. 

Or THe Rute oF Lire 


Statute XCIX. The life of the priests 
of the Society shall be governed by the Rule 
of Life hereinunder given. 

Or CHANGE IN THE STATUTES AND IN THE 
Rue or Lire 

Statute C. 1. No change shall be made 

in the constitution as laid down in these 
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statutes, nor in the Rule of Life, save by 
the votes of two-thirds at least of the Fath- 
ers present at the annual Chapter, confirmed 
at the next Greater Chapter by a two-thirds 
majority reckoned according to the provi- 
sions of section 3 of this statute. 

(See Statute LIV.1.) 


2, The Fathers Provincial shall mean- 
while hold Chapters in their several Prov- 
inces to consider the matter, and shall send 
in a return of the votes within their re- 
spective Chapters, so that they may be added 
to the votes of the Fathers actually present 
at the Greater Chapter. 


3. It shall be lawful for Fathers who are 
not able to be present at such provincial 
Chapters, or in the home Province at the 
Greater Chapter itself, to send their votes; 
in the former case to the Father Provincial, 
and, in the latter case to the Father Superior 
of the Congregation, and these votes, for or 
against, shall be added to the votes of the 
Fathers actually present, either at the pro- 
vincial Chapter or at the Greater Chapter. 
For the reckoning of the two-thirds majority 
the total number of Fathers shall be made 
up from the number of those present in per- 
sen and of those deemed to be present by 
their votes. 
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4. The Greater Chapter when confirming 
any change which has been accepted by a 
previous Chapter, may make verbal, declara- 
tory, or interpretative amendments; but any 
substantial change in the Statutes, or Rule, 
would require the confirmation of another 
Greater Chapter. 

(See also Statute IV.4.) 


New Statute or ConcREGATIONS WITHIN 
THE Society or S, Jon THE EvANGELIST 


1. The Society shall, undere the condi- 
tions hereinafter defined, be constituted so 
as to form two Congregations, the English 
and the American, each of which shall elect 
its own Superior and shall hold its own 
General Chapter. 

The Superior and General Chapter of each 
Congregation shall exercise within the limits 
of that Congregation functions and powers 
analogous to those exercised by the Superior 
General and the General Chapter of the 
Society before the passing of this statute. 


2. The Superior of the English Congre- 
gation shall also, by virtue of his office, 
be the Superior General of the whole So- 
ciety, and shall everywhere receive that title. 


3. Each Congregation shall elect its own 
Visitor, shall train novices and admit them 
to Profession, shall retain its own members 
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(as hereinafter provided), and shall organize 
and develop its work within the jurisdiction 
and missions of the Church to which it 
belongs. 


4. The American Congregation at the 
time of its constitution shall consist of all 
the professed members of the Society at 
that time serving within the limits of the 
jurisdiction of the American Church; pro- 
vided that at the time of the constitution of 
the Congregation any such professed mem- 
ber, whether Father or Lay Brother, shall 
be free to belong to the English Congre- 
gation. 


5. The Father Superior General shall 
have the first place when in any house of 
the American Congregation, but without any 
administrative authority. 


6. The Superior of the American Con- 
gregation when visiting any house of the 
English Congregation shall take precedence 
immediately after the Superior of the house, 
but without any authority. All other Fath- 
ers of either Congregation, when in any 
house of the other Congregation, shall take 
precedence according to their seniority, but 
after the Superior of the house and any of 
the greater officers of that Congregation. 
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7. The following provisions shall govern 
the relations of the two Congregations :— 


(a) The Statutes, the Rule of Life, the 
office book* and the forms for clothing 
of novices and professions shall be the same 
in the two Congregations, except as herein- 
after provided. 


(b) No change shall be made by either 
Congregation in the Statutes, the Rule of 
Life, or the office book, except in the man- 
ner provided by Statutes IV.4, LXXVII, 
and C; and with the consent of the other 
Congregation. 


(c) If the two Congregations do not 
agree with regard to the enactment of any 
such proposed change to have effect for the 
whole Society, it shall be lawful for them 
to agree to enact the proposed change to 
have force in one Congregation only; pro- 
vided that the two Congregations shall have 
power severally to make such changes in 
the office book as may be necessary to bring 
their respective uses into conformity with 
the several Prayer Books and calendars of 
the ecclesiastical jurisdictions under which 


*Pending the authorization of an office book by 
Statute, the term “office book” shall be held to 
mean whatever office book is (at any time) in ac- 
tual use throughout the Society. 
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they live; provided also, that in copies of 
the Statutes and Rule of Life used in the 
American Congregation the term “American 
Church,” or any title which may hereafter 
be officially adopted by that Church, shall be 
substituted, where necessary, for the term 
“Church of England.” + 


(d) In place of one Visitor of the whole 
Society there shall in future be two Visit- 


+The following directions were approved by the 
General Chapter held at Oxford, August, 1926, 
with the concurrence of the Father Superior and 
Father Powell of the American Congregation, and 
were also approved by the Greater Chapter held 
at Boston, August, 1927. 

For the rejection or acceptance for the whole 
Society by either Congregation of a change of 
Statute or Rule desired by the other Congregation, 
the method is that prescribed for the change of 
Statute or Rule in Statute C. But when cither 
Congregation desires to allow a proposed change 
to take effect in the other Congregation only, 
then a Resolution affirmed by the majority of the 
consenting Chapter suffices if the agreement is 
completed by a Resolution in the initiating Chap- 
ter, provided that procedure for agreement by Reso- 
lution may be taken in either Congregation in two 
successive Annual Chapters, without fresh prelim- 
inary steps. In some cases steps towards a 
change of Statute or Rule might with advantage 
be taken by both Congregations pari passu. When 
this is not done, each Congregation shall be in- 
formed as early as possible by action of the two 
Superiors, of any such step taken in the other 
Congregation. 
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ors of the two Congregations respectively. 
The Visitor of each Congregation shall be 
nominated by the Superior of that Con- 
gregation, with the consent of the majority 
of the Professed Fathers who belong to it, 
and shall be a Bishop of the Church in which 
they serve. 


(e) The Fathers of either Congregation 
shall have no vote in the Chapters of the 
other Congregation ; but either Chapter may 
elect Fathers to attend the other Chapter 
and represent its views, but not to vote. 

Moreover, the Father Superior of either 
Congregation may at his pleasure send a 
representative to the Chapter of the other 
Congregation, to have a voice, but no vote. 


(f) A Father of either Congregation 
may be transferred by his Superior to the 
other Congregation, with his own consent 
and that of the General Chapter he leaves, 
and with that both of the Superior and of 
the General Chapter of the Congregation to 
which he is to be transferred. 

A Father so transferred ceases to belong 
to the General Chapter which he has left, 
and can be re-transferred thereto only with 
the consent both of the Superior and of the 
General Chapter of the Congregation into 
which he has been received ; and on the pro- 
posal of the Superior, with the consent of 


44 


the General Chapter, of the Congregation to 
which he desires to return. On being re- 
ceived back he will resume the place to which 
he is entitled by the date of his Profession, 


g) A novice of either Congregation 
may be sent for a time to the noviciate of 
the other Congregation by agreement be- 
tween the two Superiors; and the time spent 
in the other Congregation shall be included 
within the term of his noviciate. 

During his stay he will take his place 
among the other novices, according to the 
date of his clothing; and he shall be entirely 
subject to the Novice Master. His stay may 
be terminated at the pleasure of the Superior 
of the Congregation in which he is visiting. 

A novice leaving, or dismissed from, the 
noviciate in either Congregation shall only 
be admitted to the noviciate of the other 
Congregation with the consent of the Supe- 
rior whose jurisdiction he has left, and ac- 
cording to requirements of Statute LX XIV. 

The provisions set forth in this section 
apply also to Lay Brothers under annual 
vows. 


(h) A Professed Lay Brother may be 
transferred from one Congregation to an- 
other with his own consent and that of the 
two Superiors. If so transferred, he shall 
be governed by such statutes and by-laws as 
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apply to Lay Brothers in the Congregation 
to which he has been transferred. He may 
he received back into his former Congrega- 
tion on the same conditions. 


(i) Notice shall be sent to the Superiors 
of both Congregations of all professions and 
deaths taking place in the Society; also of 
any releases, dismissals and re-admissions, 


(j) Associates of either Congregation 
shall be regarded as associates of the whole 
Society. Either Congregation may modify 
the Rule of the Associates attached to it. 
Such modifications should be notified, by 
way of information, to the Superior of the 
other Congregation, A list of its associates 
shall be printed annually by each Congrega- 
tion, and copies sent to every house of the 
Society. 


(k) All property in America belonging 
to the Society at the time of the constitu- 
tion of the Congregation shall become the 
property of the American Congregation, 
which shall take over all the obligations con- 
nected with the said property. And any 
legal steps which may be necessary to this 
end shall be taken as soon as the Congrega- 
tion has been constituted. 


(1) Any property coming to a member 
of the Society after he has been transferred 
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to either Congregation, or after he has been 
professed therein, shall pass into the funds 
of that Congregation, subject to Statutes 
XCH, XCIV and XCV, and to any ar- 
rangement made with his previous Superior 
before his transfer. 


(m) If, from whatever cause, the Amer- 
ican Congregation shall hereafter at any 
time become separated from the English 
Congregation, the American Congregation 
shall er ey cease to form a part of the 
Society of S. John the Evangelist, and shall 
no longer bear the name of the Society or 
use its habit. 


(n) In the event of a separation, the 
American Congregation shall, before the sep- 
aration is completed, take such legal steps 
as may be necessary to secure the continued 
possession under its future designation, of 
all its property and interest. 


8. The constitution of the Society in 
Congregations shall take effect at any time 
when there are seven Professed Fathers in 
the American Province. 
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The Rule of Lite 


To be read through once in’ the month for 
self-examination. 


CHAPTER I 
Or THE OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY 


1. In the beginning was the Word, who, 
being Himself one with God by indissoluble 
unity of life, called into existence the whole 
universe of creation in accordance with the 
will of the Father; and the Word of God, 
having become incarnate for our salvation, 
sanctified His humanity by the discipline of 
a life of suffering in obedience to God, in 
order that He might bring the fallen world 
back again to be sanctified through the 
Truth. 


2. It is the object of the Society of S. 
John the Evangelist, in adoration ‘of this 
divine mystery, to seek that sanctification 
to which God in His mercy calls us, and in 
so doing to seek, as far as God may permit, 
to be instrumental in bringing others to be 
partakers of the same sanctification ; bearing 
always in mind, that above all things it is 
necessary for those who would carry out 
the work of missions to abide in Christ, apart 
from whom we can do nothing, and that if 
we abide in Him the life which we have must 
show itself in us in acts of love to all man- 
kind. For as Christ loved us, so must we 
also love one another; and we must be 
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ready to lay down our lives for the brethren, 
we would be true to that eternal life which 
s in the Son of God. 


3. The Society shall consist of Priests in 
communion with the American Church, and 
none except Priests shall have any voice in 
the Chapter; but in addition to the Priests, 
laymen may be admitted as subordinate 
members, if after lengthened probation they 
seem to be calculated in any way to promote 
the two-fold object thus purposed. 


CHAPTER IL 


Or Canpripates For ADMISSION 


1. As many as receive the Word of God 
become the sons of God by participation of 
His grace. It is on this grace of the divine 
call that we must rely for the accomplish- 
ment of any work that we undertake. No 
one, therefore, can be eligible into our So- 
ciety unless there be sufficient evidence that 
he has received a call from God to this life 
and work; nor is anyone to be rejected be- 
cause one particular gift may be wanting te 
him. God is abundantly able to supply every 
defect in those to whom His Word comes. 


2. No one shall be rejected on the score 
of poverty, if there is reasonable prospect 
of the Society being able to provide main- 
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tenance; but all, whether contributing in 
money to the funds of the Society or not, 
must remember that it is their duty to help 
the Society forward by the. exercise of all 
spiritual energies which they possess. No 
contributions can bring any blessing to the 
Society, or to the individual, unless they are 
given in a real spirit of poverty. Poverty 
is not redeemed from its penal character, un- 
less those who may be poor in the world 
give their energies to the glory of God by 
labouring in the Society with at least as 
much diligence as would be necessary for 
them if they had to earn their daily bread. 


3. Candidates for admission must always 
be treated with the greatest possible cour- 
tesy, and the members of the Society must 
be careful never to make their character or 
capacities matter of conversation; but it is 
the duty of every member of the Society to 
give intimation confidentially to the Father 
Superior of any matter which may seem 
likely to interfere with the desirableness of 
any candidate. 


CHAPTER III 
Or TakinG THE Hasrr 


1. Postulants must be thoroughly in- 
structed as to the nature of their obligations 
before they are allowed to put on the habit. 
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2. They shall also observe a retreat of 
one month. 


CHAPTER IV 
Or tHe Cnorr Novices 


1. The novices shall cheerfully perform 
whatever duties are assigned to them in the 
house or garden, however menial. 


2. The Master shall instruct them in the 
various exercises of the Religious Life, and 
shall appoint their daily meditations. 


3. After the July retreat it is customary 
to take the meditations given during the 
retreat, and to use them on each day during 
the weeks immediately following. 


4. The novices will receive instruction 
from their Master as to the frequency with 
which they shall communicate, 


5. It is desirable that they should learn 
by heart portions of Holy Scripture, espe- 
cially from the Psalter. 


6. The time-table of private studies and 
of other duties shall be arranged by each 
of the novices with the Father Master, and 
when so arranged shall not be altered with- 
out authority. 


7. The novices shall observe the ordi- 
nary rule of silence as in Chapter XXIIF; 
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and they shall in addition observe as silence- 
days, Mondays in Lent, and Wednesdays 
throughout the year except in Eastertide. 
The Master has power to dispense from 
these additions to the ordinary rule of 
silence. 


8. On days and during hours of silence 
visitors who ask for any of the Novices shall 
be told that they are engaged, and visitors 
should not be admitted at such times without 
urgent business. The name should be taken 
to the Father Master, that inquiries may be 
made. 


9. The novices’ letters will be sent out 
and distributed through the Novice Master. 
He will exercise discretion as to the reading 
and transmission of outgoing letters; but 
letters to relations may be brought to him 
sealed, and will not be opened, 


10. No novice may leave the premises 
except it be to go to church, without spe- 
cial permission. Those who have school 
duties must not leave except for the ful- 
fillment of those duties. 


11. On Sunday afternoon and on one 
weekday in each fortnight the novices will 
take their recreation, going for a walk with 
such companion as may be assigned by the 
Father Master. 
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12. The novices must be practised in 
bearing all kinds of humiliations, and must 
be trained to live simply with the desire of 
the glory of God. 


13. Constantly must they dwell upon the 
thirty years of the hidden life of the incar- 
nate Word, that they may learn patiently to 
wait until the time when they shall be put 
forward for Profession. 


14. They must understand that the whole 
success of their future life depends pri- 
marily upon the exactness with which they 
carry out the rule of their noviciate, and 
upon the prayerfulness with which it is 
sanctified. 


15. Novices shall have a month’s retreat 
preparatory to Profession. 


CHAPTER V 
Or ProFEssion 


1. Those who are elected for Profession 
must endeavor to realize the great dignity 
of the life which they are seeking. 


2. In our baptism we began to die unto 
the world and received a grace enabling us 
so to do. This grace asserts itself most 
powerfully when the soul yielding to a di- 
vine call takes the vows of a Religious. 
Deadness to the world must henceforth be 
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complete. Any conscious violation of such 
deadness becomes a grievous sin. Earthly 
hopes and fears are to be entirely put away. 


3. The Professed Religious must forget 
all that is of nature, so as to be on earth 
like the blessed in Paradise, remembering 
none merely after the flesh, but solicitous 
only for the glory of God in those who are 
the objects of natural affection, loving them 
with the higher love of spiritual solicitude, 
while separated from them by the outward 
barrier of an entire consecration to Christ. 


4. The Professed who gives himself 
wholly up to Christ should long, if it were 
possible, to be admitted to the crown of 
martyrdom. He must not look forward to 
such a possibility as an idle dream. He 
must gather strength for his daily life, to 
meet the difficulties of his ordinary duty, 
by the consideration of the martyr’s forti- 
tude. The deadness of the Religious is not 
dull apathy, but triumphant joy in the con- 
sciousness of possessing a true eternal life, 
from which nothing but the lingering life 
of the world holds us back. 


CHAPTER VI 
Or THE CELL 


1. The cell is the grave in which the 
Religious is buried to the world, and the 
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Paradise in which he finds heaven begin. 
On entering the cell look to the form of 
the Crucified, realize your union with Him, 
and say: “Here will I dwell, for I have a 
delight therein.” 


2. The more true we are in keeping our 
cell, the more shall we find its joy. Spiritual 
exercises become wearisome just in propor- 
tion as the heart is deadened to spiritual 
things by being absorbed in the world. 


3. Go forth from your cell, whether it 
be to work, or to teach, or to visit, with a 
consciousness that you are going forth from 
the house where God dwells with you, and 
that He goes forth along with you to your 
external occupation, 


4. The cell must be kept tidy and clean, 
according to the rule appointed for the 
house. This must be done, not merely as 
an act of obedience to the house regulation, 
but as an act of honour to Almighty God, 
who has not shut you up in your cell as a 
prisoner, but has shut you in there with 
Himself, and condescends to dwell with you 
there, and to pour out there His blessing 
on all your works undertaken for His glory. 


5. All must rise immediately when called, 
and go to bed without unnecessary delay 
after Compline. 
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6. Lights should not be kept burning 
after the hour specified in the time table of 
the house, unless with permission. 


7. No inmate of the house may enter 
the cell of another unless sent by the 
Superior. 


8. Anyone having. occasion to speak to 
another in his cell must do so with the door 
open, and not stay longer than necessary. 


CHAPTER VII 
Or rue THree Vows 


1. The disciple whom Jesus loved, whose 
name we bear, and whose mind we must 
especially seek to cherish as being filled with 
the inspiration of divine knowledge hath 
written unto us, that we love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him; for all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world; and the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth forever. 
We must, therefore, seek to be conformed 
to the will of God by poverty, chastity and 
obedience. 


37 


2. All who enter the Society must seek 
to carry out, not only the letter of their vows, 
but the fullness of the spirit thereof, that 
they may attain to the end to which God is 
calling them by these counsels of perfection. 

The heart must be detached from the 
world in every possible form, if it is really 
to be filled with God. It is an eternal glory 
that is set before us, even eternal life in 
union with the Son of God. We must 
therefore, purify ourselves, even as He is 
pure; coming to buy of Him gold tried in 
the fire, and the white raiment of chastity, 
and the eye salve of humble obedience, that 
we may see the things hidden from the 
fleshly mind. 


CHAPTER VIII 
Or Poverty 


1. No one who enters the community 
shall retain any property for his personal 
use. The wealth of this world is a burden 
in its acquisition, its retention, and its ex- 
penditure. Joyful is the soul which feels 
itself to be free from the embarrassments 
which worldly wealth brings. Silver and 
gold have I none! If we have parted with it 
for Christ, we may be sure that we have 
that which is much better, the riches of 
divine grace, ever abounding so as to make 
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all our actions mighty through God by His 
blessing upon the outward weakness of our 
position in the world. 


2. We must put away, not only the reality 
of wealth, but even its desires ; and we must 
not desire it for the Society any more than 
for ourselves personally. 


3. We should often consider with much 
humility that there are many parish priests 
and others, who are suffering from grind- 
ing poverty while living in their natural 
spheres of duty, while we, who are living’ 
under the vow of poverty, have our wants 
continually supplied. 


4. We must be thankful when we do 
suffer some inconvenience, whether in our 
personal life or in our special department 
of the work, because of not having the 
necessary means to supply some deficiency. 


5. All must gladly forego anything, at 
whatever difficulty, if the Superior does not 
see fit to provide it. 


6. Never think that God is the less glori- 
fied because you may not have the means of 
doing something, as you think, well; but re- 
member that He is glorified by cheerful 
poverty, whereas He would be dishonoured 
by wealthy. self-satisfaction, even though 


59. 


you could do things outwardly with the ut- 
most correctness. 


7. If the Society is wealthy in any place, 
remember that the wealth is a great burden 
and needs to be lifted up to God by the 
energy of many prayers. You should pray 
especially for the Superiors, with whom the 
outlay rests, that they, may use all to God’s 
glory. 

8. If the Society in any place is poor, 
look to God to do great things by it. God 
has chosen the poor, the weak things of the 
world to confound the mighty. Think of the 
blessed poverty of Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Calvary. 


9, If any one be rich and contribute 
largely to the funds of the Society, he must 
not think that on that account he is to re- 
ceive any favours above those who contri- 
bute less. He must rather fear lest his spir- 
itual defects be more injurious to the Society 
than his pecuniary assistance is helpful. 


10. None of the brethren may receive 
the smallest thing by way of presents from 
externs, nor may they receive payment for 
anything done, unless the Father Superior 
gives consent. 


11. Whenever any presents are given to 
those who are engaged on work, they must, 
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if accepted at all, be accepted in the name of 
the Society, and handed over to the Father 
Superior immediately upon return. 


12. Often think of the poverty of death. 
Naked shall I go whence I came, The dead- 
ness of the Religious Life must anticipate 
the poverty of the grave, that it may know 
the wealthy joys of Paradise. 


CHAPTER IX 
Or Cuastiry 


1. The disciple whom Jesus loved, which 
also leaned on His breast at the Supper, to 
whom also in dying He commended His 
Virgin Mother, must always be regarded by 
us as exhibiting for our example that purity 
dear to Jesus, which alone can fit us to rest 
in Him by holy contemplation, or to labour 
for the well-being of the Church. 


2. The affections must be purified from 
all earthly desire by continually reposing on 
the holy heart of Jesus. So must all the 
brethren dwell upon the remembrance of 
that which Jesus loves, and in the sympathy 
of His adorable purposes, that thus all the 
impulses of earthly desire may be hushed 
within us, and the eye of the soul perfected 
in the vision of the heavenly peace. 


3. All must cultivate a habit of secret 
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convérse with Jesus, for it is not enough to 
be brought near to Him at His table, unless 
the soul open out to His willing ear all 
griefs, doubts, fears, temptations, sins, and 
hear His voice, and find His will making 
itself manifest in all the tokens of His con- 
trolling providence. 


4. If we would have our affections puri- 
fied for Jesus, they must be carefully 
guarded from the sight of impure objects, 
whether animate or inanimate. All must, 
therefore, carefully exercise a guard upon 
their eyes, never to look unnecessarily on 
things dangerous to purity, but rather to 
turn away at once and recall the image of 
Jesus instituting the Holy Eucharist, suffer- 
ing upon the Cross, or glorified in heaven. 


5. The frequent remembrance during the 
day of the morning meditation, and a care- 
ful attention to its resolution, will be a 
great means of thus abiding in contemplative 
purity of heart along with Jesus. 


6. Remember that you must abstain not 
only from acts of sensual indulgence, but 
from all impure and unworthy thoughts. 
Your mind is the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
and you must not allow any thoughts to abide 
there which are unworthy of His presence 
and cognizance. 
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7. Remember that your body, although 
now so compassed with infirmity, is to rise 
again, and that in the resurrection it must 
suffer loss by reason of any impure affec- 
tions which have been tolerated within it 
here. Better to suffer any bodily pain 
in resistance to impurity than to lose any 
gift of eternal glory through cowardly self- 
indulgence. 


CHAPTER X 


Or OBEDIENCE 


1. As pride is the principal root of all 
sin, so is humility the foundation of all vir- 
tues; and this foundation is laid in the 
powerful concrete of holy obedience. 


2. Obedience must be no mere servile 
acquiescence in that which is enjoined, but 
the hearty self-surrender of trustful love 
accepting the voice of God in those who 
are placed in authority over us. It must be 
prompt, hearty, and complete. 


3. If the life is given as a sacrifice to 
God, it is better that it be consumed in the 
fire of holy obedience than that it should 
have ever so much brilliancy in the glitter of 
worldly applause. 

The worldly heart delights in that which 
itself has chosen. The disciple who would 
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abide in the love of Jesus delights in doing, 
not his own will, but the will of Him that 
sends him. We must be content on all 
occasions to act or abstain from acting, to 
follow or to tarry, as may be the will of 
Him to whom we are given, made known to 
us by those whom He has set over us. 


4. Humble obedience is secure against 
any possible humiliation ; for the great glory 
of the obedient is to recognize no existence 
except what is derived from superior author- 
ity. Our object is that we may be purged 
from self-will, and what would be to the 
worldling a humiliation is accepted cheer- 
fully by us as the means of destroying that 
self-will which is the great hindrance to 
Christian perfection, 


5. If obedience is to be hearty, it must 
be the instinctive expression of love co-op- 
erating with the will of the Superior. It is 
not enough to go into the sepulchre of obe- 
dience, unless we see and believe the mys- 
teries whose glory sanctifies that shrine of 
burial. Obedience must, therefore, open the 
heart to live in unity of purpose with the 
superior authority. 


6. Such hearty obedience causes that the 
special gifts of each shall be combined in 
forwarding the common work of the Society. 
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The spirit of obedience is the holy anointing 
whereby all are at once illuminated, united, 
edified. 


7. Not only the express commands, there- 
fore, but the known wishes of the Superior 
must be carefully complied with in all mat- 
ters which do not involve the violation of 
conscience; and where there is any con- 
scientious ‘difficulty in carrying out the 
wishes of a Superior, such difficulty must 
be respectfully communicated. 


8. Each Superior is to be obeyed in the 
department over which he is set to preside, 
and no consideration of station in the com- 
munity exempts anyone from obedience to 
a subordinate Superior, even of the lowest 
rank, within the department entrusted to 
him. 


9. If in any case one lower in authority 
requires something to be done in a manner 
contrary to the expressed wishes of a higher 
Superior, then the commands of the higher 
Superior override those of the lower. 


10. No brother may undertake any work 
without the permission of the Superior, so 
that all actions shall be not only regulated 
but moved by obedience. 


11, None must shrink at any time from 
doing any, even the most menial, work, when 
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enjoined by a Superior; nor should its ap- 
parent uselessness be any reason for hesi- 
tation. Rather must we delight to honour 
the vow of obedience and attain its grace 
by acting as heartily and energetically at 
the dictate of simple obedience as if there 
were other motives to quicken the effort. 
The whole of life will thus gain a joyous 
impulse, which will dignify and give inter- 
est to all its details. 

12. The actions of life must thus be 
nourished in the deep soil of holy obedi- 
ence, and not spring out of the shallowness 
of individual conception. 

13. If things which we think to be need- 
ful are in any way set aside by authority, 
even though it may seem to be only through 
forgetfulness, yet must we realize it to be 
a great gain to ourselves that we have thus 
an opportunity of surrendering something 
valuable. The sacrifice is lost to sight when 
the fire consumes it, and what we offer to 
God must be lost to our own sight, ere 
we can receive it back from God in the glori- 
ous resurrection power of His divine accept- 
ance, 

CHAPTER XI 


Or tHe Hasir 


1, The habit shall be worn as the usual 
dress; but upon occasion when necessity or 
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charity seems to require it to be laid aside, 
leave may be asked from the Father Superior 
for the substitution of some other dress, 
provided always that it be suitable to our 
calling as Religious. 


2. The habit ought to be kept clean and 
tidy, however much worn it may be. 


3. It should be remembered that the habit 
is the symbol of our separation from the 
world and its vanities. The remembrance of 
it ought to draw our minds to Christ, whose 
divine righteousness is the clothing of our 
spiritual nature. 


4, Never must it be felt irksome to wear 
the habit. Our life is intended for mortifica- 
tion in the world. We may therefore well 
expect that the habit which symbolizes it 
should at times be a cause of natural weari- 
ness. Amidst the changes of season and 
outward feeling our life in Christ remains 
unchangeable, 


5. Never should we shrink from the 
scorn which the habit may bring upon us. 
The world will surely scoff at the life of 
Christ, and in all ages the outward garb of 
religion has been an occasion of worldly 
ridicule and contempt. God vindicated Elisha 
by a miracle from the insults which his 
religious garb occasioned. 
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The exceptional times when the dress of 
a Religious may be regarded with homage 
are much more dangerous than contumely, 
for the world will not be likely to render 
such homage upon the true grounds which 
cause it to be due, and the Religious is too 
apt to take pleasure in being thus honored. 
He thinks to be honoured by the world for 
Christ’s sake, instead ‘of waiting to receive 
honour with Christ as God’s true gift, when 
Christ shall come in glory to destroy the 
world, 


6. The habit may be accommodated to 
the physical necessities of the climate. 


CHAPTER XII 
Or ConFession 


1, The brethren shall go to confession, 
if possible, once a fortnight. Confession 
shall be made either to the Father Superior, 
or to such priest as shall from time to time 
be appointed to hear the confessions of the 
community. 


2. When absent from home they may, 
if need be, go to confession to any priest 
whom they may select ; but without adequate 
reason confessions shall not be made to 
priests external to the Society. 


68 


CHAPTER XIII 
OF Sprrituat CommMuNION 


Members of the Society shall make an act 
of spiritual communion on those days on 
which they do not communicate  sacra- 
mentally. 


CHAPTER XTV 


Or tur Divine Orrice 


which are 
men of the 
hall recite 


1. In addition to the off 
of obligation upon all clergy 
American Church, the Fathers 
the day hours. 


2. Nocturns shall be said on certain erat 
festivals and solemn season 
and the three following d: 
day, all Holy Week, Ea: 
Whit Sunday, S. John before the Latin 
Gate. 

Superiors of branch houses will determine 
whether the circumstances of the house re- 
quire the omission of the night office. 


3. All must rise for chapel at the first 
stroke of the bell. 


4. The psalms shall be said, not with 
excessive slowness, but with reverence; and 
care shall always be taken that one side 
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shall have finished saying one verse before 
the opposite side begins the next. A pause 
should be made at the colon in each verse. 


5. Matins and Evensong shall generally 
be said in the church belonging to the So- 
ciety and the other hours in the chapel; 
but if any brother is hindered by business in 
the house or parish,.he shall endeavor to 
recite his office in private, and shall report 
the reason of his absence to the Father Su- 
perior, or his representative for the time 
being. 

Fathers who are unable to be in choir at 
the recitation of the office shall not be 
bound to say privately Lauds and Vespers 
in addition to the morning and evening of- 
fices of the Church. 


6. When stress of business or any other 
cause makes it impracticable to say any of- 
fice, then members of the Society shall, at 
the least, repeat the lesser litany and the 
memorials which are usually said in the 
Society at the hour, 


CHAPTER XV 
Or INTERCESSION 


1. Various intercessory memorials shall 
be said after the offices, as directed; and 
there shall be a list of intercessions to be 
recited daily after None. 
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2. Perpetual intercession shall be made 
in chapel upon the Rogation-Days, the Wed- 
nesday in every Ember-Week, and during 
the period from Vespers on Maundy Thurs- 
day until Compline on Good Friday. 


3. The Superior of the house will de- 
termine whether the numbers are such as 
to allow of the perpetual intercession being 
observed. : 


CHAPTER XVI 
Or Menta Prayer 


1. One hour at least shall, if possible, be 
given daily to mental prayer. 


2. It is desirable that we should often 
repeat our meditations. Repetition tends to 
develop the inner power of the divine truth. 
For want of repetition we often miss that 
power, and our meditations become shallow, 
not going beyond the intellectual exercise. 


3. We must not be distressed if we do 
not feel any great refreshment in medita- 
tion, God keeps those waiting whom He 
intends to reward the most if they will 
persevere. 

Let the meditation be interspersed with 
constant acts of affection—the simpler the 
better. God does not want our words but 
our hearts, 
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Make frequent addresses during the medi- 
tation to the three Persons of the blessed 
Trinity, and acts of faith recalling that 
which is proper to each of the divine Per- 
sons, according to the distinctions of the 
Athanasian Creed. 

At times it is desirable to recall the spe- 
cial characteristics of the day of the week, 
as in Bp. Andrewes’ devotions. 

Look up to our Lord Jesus in the glory 
of the Father, although you see Him not 
with the outward eye. Remember that He 
sees you, and rest in the security of His 
love. 

Tarry till He comes. The vision will 
surely come, it will not tarry. Wait for it, 
therefore, in loving patience. This is the 
will of God, even your sanctification, If 
you persevere in looking up to Jesus, He 
will not fail to give you all you need. 


CHAPTER XVII 


Or Rerreats 


1. At the mother house there shall be 
a retreat of one week at Christmas, from 
Sunday to Sunday immediately following 
the festival, and of a fortnight in July. 

2. In all houses of the Society, as far 


as possible, the vigils of S. Thomas, the 
Annunciation, S. John the Baptist, and S. 
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Matthew shall be observed as days of re- 
treat, and in other months the last Wednes- 
day, unless it be a red-letter festival, in 
which case the monthly retreat shall take 
place on the eve of that festival, or on the 
Friday following, as the Superior may direct. 


3. On days of retreat there shall be 
silence and three meditations. 


4. When the annual retreat of the So- 
ciety is mentioned, it is the July retreat 
which is intended. 


CHAPTER XVIII 
Or Fastinc AND Mortirication 


1, We are not able to fast as our fore- 
fathers in the Christian faith were wont to 
do; yet surely we might do much more 
than we commonly attempt. 

2. We must seek heartily to observe 
whatever practices of discipline are enjoined 
by our Superiors. 

3. None should undertake practices of 
bodily mortification without the consent of 
the Superior of the Congregation or of the 
Father Superior of the house in which he 
is residing. 

4. Every one ought to be thankful for 
any opportunities of mortification, however 
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trifling, which may present themselves day 
by day. 

5. No complaint should ever be made 
of anything relating to the food of the house 
except to the Father Superior, who will use 
his judgment as to having the matter al- 
tered. 


6. Ash-Wednesday, Good Friday, and 
the vigils of S. Thomas, the Annunciation, 
S. John Baptist, and S. Matthew should be 
observed as strict fasts if possible. 


CHAPTER XIX 
Or DEMEANOUR 


1. The demeanour of the brethren should 
be at all times grave and religious. 


2. The brethren shall accustom them- 
selves whether alone or with others, to sit 
and stand straight, not lounging on chairs 
or tables, nor cross-legged. 


3. The customary tokens of reverence 
shall be shown by all to those who are 
their Superiors in the community, uncover- 
ing the head when passing them or speaking 
to them; thus—laymen before priests, nov- 
ices before Professed. 

(See also Statute XTX.) 


4. All shall rise at the entrance of the 
Father Superior, or, in his absence, at the 
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entrance of the Father Assistant, and when 
he leaves the room. 


5. Recollectedness of demeanour must 
be carefully cherished when out walking, 
but there must be no appearance of gloom. 
The whole deportment should be consistent 
with the reverent joy of communion with 
God, in which the Religious is constantly 
invited to dwell. Let this interior religious 
spirit be carefully cherished, and the ex- 
terior religious demeanour will easily be 
preserved, 


6. Haste and noise must always be 
avoided. In moving about the house and 
at meals, much pains should be taken to be 
as quiet as possible. 


7. In chapel there should be devotional 
Ttomposure, and any obtrusive exaggeration 
of voice and gesture, should be avoided, All 
should kneel upright, and abstain from lean- 
ing back when seated at office. 


8. In speaking to strangers there must 
always be cheerfulness and courtesy, and 
all appearance of haste or annoyance must 
be carefully eschewed. 


9. The brethren should, as much as 
possible, avoid speaking with women out of 
doors, and then it is of the utmost conse- 
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quence to avoid all levity and worldliness. 
They should never walk alone with women 
unless there be some great necessity, except 
in country places where they are staying 
with their family. 


10. When strangers are in the house, 
and either through ignorance or carelessness 
lead to a violation of-any rule, as that of 
silence, they may be courteously attended 
to; and when the necessary attention has 
been shown, they must be reminded of the 
rule, if necessary. 


11. In all companies the brethren shall 
be as unobtrusive as possible, and unless 
called upon to speak in the interests of 
religion, they shall remember that silence is 
the best preservative of the religious spirit. 


CHAPTER XX 


Or BrorHerty Correction 


1. All the brethren must accept correc- 
tion for any fault with thankfulness, if their 
brethren speak to them of anything in their 
conduct as being amiss. 


2. Even though the reproof seem to be 
given with unnecessary sharpness, we ought 
not to rebel against it, for the correction is 
the utterance of divine love, and the sharp- 
ness is but the infirmity of human nature. 
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3. In giving correction we must always 
endeavour to do so with all the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ, taking care not 
to wound a brother’s heart with any un- 
necessary pain. Remember that the human 
infirmity which produces harshness mars 
the operation of divine love, which would 
otherwise be effectual for a brother’s sanc- 
tification, 

CHAPTER XXI 
Or Private Reapinc 


1, Each of the Fathers ought always to 
have some work of a standard character in 
hand for daily study when at home. 


2. The writings of the Fathers of the 
Church should frequently be studied. 


3. The newspapers should never be read 
until the afternoon, except it be for mo- 
mentary inquiry on some occasion of special 
emergency, or when traveling on the rail- 
road. 


4, Light reading should generally be 
avoided, unless it be with reference to some 
ministerial requirement, 


CHAPTER XXII 
Or ConvEeRsATION 


1. All must be careful that their con- 
versation, whether amongst themselves or 
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with others, shall be of a kind tending 
habitually to edification. 


2. Any matter which would cause un- 
necessary pain to any person present should 
always. be avoided. 


3. The brethren must not speak, either 
to one another or to strangers, of any mat- 
ter relating to the state and condition of the 
community, unless it be to the Father Su- 
perior, the Father Assistant, or the Father 
in charge of the particular department 
where anything needs correction. 


4. Great care must be taken not to quote 
Holy Scripture in any light and trivial 
manner, 


5. In the hour of recreation all shall 
assemble together, if possible; but any mat- 
ters engendering controversy or party spirit 
must be avoided. 


6. It is most desirable that the exposition 
and illustration of Holy Scripture and points 
of moral theology should frequently form 
the subject of conversation in common-room, 
and also when the brethren are out walk- 
ing together. 


7. Be very careful that conversation 
with externs shall be intelligent, spiritual, 
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charitable, profitable, and not merely 
amusing. 


8. Say nothing which your companions 
would feel to be inconsistent with what 
they would hear you say in the pulpit. 


9. Always be careful to say a prayer 
asking for divine control, as you go to 
recreation in the conimon-room, and upon 
every occasion of change in your work. 


CHAPTER XXIII 
Or SiLence 


1. Silence must be strictly observed at 
all times and in all places where it is en- 
joined by the rule of the house. 


2. Silence is one of the chief joys of the 
Religious, and imparts to all his actions 
strength, tranquillity, and perfection; for in 
silence the soul holds blessed communion 
with God, feeds upon the grace of past 
sacraments, contemplates the true hope of 
eternal reward, and rises up to the demands 
of the divine will, in the joyous corres- 
pondence of grateful love. 


3. Silence shall be observed on Sundays 
and festivals until Terce and after Com- 
pline; on other days, until Sext and after 
Vespers; but on Fridays, and in Lent on 
Wednesdays also, throughout the day, unless 
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on any of these silence-days shall occur a 
festival for which there is a proper collect, 
epistle and gospel provided in the Prayer 
Book ; in which case the eve of such festival 
shall be observed as a day of silence, and 
not the feast-day itself. Retreat-days are 
days of silence throughout. 


4. Silence shall at all times rule in the 
passages. No sound of human voice ought 
to be heard there; and if it is necessary to 
speak, the words should be no more than 
necessary, and should be uttered in a low 
tone of voice. 


5. Necessary speaking should never be 
made the occasion of unnecessary conversa- 
tion, Even with the Father Superior care 
should be taken not to infringe silence un- 
necessarily. 


6. If it is desirable to speak upon any 
matter during silence time, the leave of the 
Father Superior (or, in his absence, of the 
Father Assistant) must be obtained first, 
and the conversation must take place in one 
of the public rooms. It should not be 
thought a hardship if such leave be refused. 


7. The rule of silence applies also to all 
singing and the sound of musical instru- 
ments, which must never be used in the 
house without express leave of the Father 
Superior. 
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8. Loud and excessive laughter must at 
all times be avoided. 


9. Silence should be observed in going 
to and coming from church. 


10. When the brethren go out for a 
walk into the country, conversation should 
be grave and edifying; but silence shall be 
observed for a brief space at starting, so 
that the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer may 
be silently uttered. It rests with the senior 
Father to begin the conversation. 


11. Leave-takings and greetings should 
be avoided in times of silence, or at any 
rate they shall then be in silence. 

Care should be taken when brethren or 
friends are leaving the house upon any 
journey to bid good-bye before the silence 
begins, so that there may be no need of 
infringing it at the moment of their de- 
parture. 


12. No talking is allowed in the re- 
fectory without the special permission of 
the Superior, except on Sundays and red- 
letter days, and during the octave of Easter. 
This exception applies only to the midday 
and evening meals. 

N. B.—The rule of silence may be varied 
in branch houses if there be good reason 
in the judgment of the Superior, and if the 
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Superior of the Congregation or Father 
Provincial gives consent. 


CHAPTER XXIV 
Or CorRESPONDENCE 


1. All letters for the post shall be 
brought to the Father. Superior—those to 
relatives sealed, others open. (See also 
Statute LXXX.1.) 


2. The Father Superior will ordinarily 
give the letters out after Terce, and at sucin 
other times of the day as may be convenient ; 
but unless there be some emergency the 
early morning shall not be disturbed by 
the reading of letters. 


3. Correspondence with relatives shall 
be entirely unrestricted, but the affairs of 
the Society should never be discussed 
therein. 

The Father Superior will exercise his 
discretion as to the reading and transmission 
of other outgoing letters. No one but the 
Superior of the Congregation, Assistant Su- 
perior of the Congregation, or Father Supe- 
rior of the house has this right to read 
letters. 

Letters coming from the post shall be 
taken to the Father Superior, and will be 
given out by him unopened. 
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4, The brethren must be careful to 
avoid merely secular correspondence, but 
with immediate relatives it is desirable to 
maintain habits of intimacy and affection. 


5, The affairs of the Society should 
never be discussed in letters with externs, 
nor even between the .Fathers without the 
gravest need. This, of course, does not 
apply to communications with the Superior 
of the Congregation, nor (in matters relat- 
ing to the province) with the Provincial 
Superior. 


6. The Superior of the Congregation 
shoud be kept constantly informed of what 
is being done at a distance, and each brother 
when away from home should take care to 
let him know (or let the Father Provincial 
know) where he will be staying from day to 
day, if he be not stationary. 


CHAPTER XXV 
Or RECREATION 


It is important that all should meet to- 
gether in the hour of recreation; and every- 
one should endeavor to take some part, 
remembering always the rules for conversa- 
tion given above. 
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CHAPTER XXVI 
Or Leavinc THE House 


The permission of the Father Superior 
must be asked before the Fathers leave the 
house, except for purposes that have been 
sanctioned, 


CHAPTER XXVII 
Or THE Liprary 


(Removed from the Rule of Life by the 
Greater Triennial Chapter of 1927. When 
desired it is to be incorporated in the House 
Rule, with such changes as may be nec- 
essary in each case.) 


CHAPTER XXVIII 
Or tue House in GENERAL 


1, All departments of the house must 
be kept thoroughly clean by those who have 
respectively the charge of them. 


2. No stranger may be taken beyond the 
public reception-room without the express 
leave of the Superior, or, in his absence, 
of the Father in charge, unless it be some- 
one coming to see one of the Fathers in the 
chapel. 
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Visitors may be invited into the chapel 
to attend any of the hours. 


3. On days of retreat visitors who ask 
for any of the Fathers should be told that 
they are engaged, and should not be ad- 
mitted at such times without some urgent 
business. At those times the name should be 
taken to the Father Superior, if at home, 
that inquiry may be made. 


4. Nothing is to be taken from one room 
to another without leave. 

The Superior shall from time to time 
change the articles in the various cells in 
order to preserve a spirit of detachment. 


CHAPTER XXIX 
Or THE Sick 


1. Sickness must be accepted as a spe- 
cial discipline of God’s love; and if it is 
accepted with penitence and thankfulness it 
is a form of work whereby we may look 
not only for the suffering person, but for 
all the community along with him, to ob- 
tain much grace. 


2. Those who are sick must take care 
that the necessary indulgences of sickness 
do not involve them in breaches of rule, 
and that they do not cause those who wait 
upon them to break their rules. 
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3. Silence-rules should be observed, as 
far as possible, in the sick-room. Times 
of solitary retirement in sickness will often 
be found very helpful to communion with 
God, undisturbed by the distractions of ex- 
ternal work or of study. 


4. We must endeavour to feel that God 
is very near to us in times of sickness, and 
even if the physical condition make it im- 
possible to carry on the usual exercises of 
devotion, the pain or the weariness may be 
humbly offered to Almighty God with con- 
fidence in His mercy, 


5. A sick-room should be a chamber of 
devotion, wherein we plead along with our 
own sufferings the sufferings of Jesus as 
our offering to God. A sick-room should 
therefore partake of the joy of His coua- 
tenance. It must never degenerate into a 
chamber of idle gossip. 


CHAPTER XXX 
Or Reswwent Visitors 


1. All visitors staying in the house 
should be treated with courtesy, but their 
presence must not be made an excuse for 
violating the Rule. Attention has been al- 
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ready called to this in the chapter on 
Demeanour, 
(See Chapter XIX, 10.) 


2. No member of the Society ought to 
go into the rooms set apart for visitors, 
unless appointed to attend upon them; nor 
should any go, unnecessarily, into the pub- 
lic rooms where strangers are likely to be 
sitting, during hours of silence, lest they 
should be drawn into conversation. 


CHAPTER XXXI 
Or JouRNEYING 


1. Upon a journey the members of the 
Society must be careful to avoid unneces- 
sary expenditure, 


2. They will travel ordinarily by the 
cheapest fare which allows of seemly ac- 
commodation, 


3. It must be our joy rather to consort 
with the poor than with the rich, and we 
must always remember the great danger of 
relapsing into worldly habits of ease and fri- 
volity, when associated, in all the intercourse 
of life, with the wealthy persons of the 
world. We should rather seek to be hidden 
with God. The influence of divine hidden- 
ness is always far more enduring than that 
of human display. 
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4. If there is opportunity to influence 
those with whom we are travelling, whether 
rich or poor, we ought thankfully to accept 
it; but if there is no call to conversation, 
we must be careful to observe a recollected 
demeanour, and to lift up our hearts to God 
as much as circumstances will allow. 


5. Waiting times on a journey may be 
specially used as opportunities for interces- 
sion and meditation. 


CHAPTER XXXII 
OF Misstons 


1. When engaged in missions, it must 
be remembered that we go forth from God, 
and must ever act for God, and dwell in 
God. All that is done must be offered, when 
it is done, to God. 


2. It is necessary, therefore, at such 
times to be specially exercised in the prayer 
of affection and contemplation ; and that the 
more, because there may be little time on 
such occasions for vocal prayer or medi- 
tation. 


3. Consider habitually the necessity of a 
missionary being thus amongst the perfect 
since he is sent to arouse others. He can- 
not expect to do this save in proportion as 
he has himself found union with God. 
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11. Act always in the tenderness and 
patience of Jesus, whose representative you 
are. Consider what He would expect of 
those to whom you minister, knowing as He 
does the various impediments by which they 
may be held back from certain modes of 
outward perfection. Strive by this tender 
love to win them to a corresponding tend- 
erness of contrition and personal love to 
Jesus. 

Be careful not, by any strained effort, to 
lead them to do acts which are beyond their 
own degree of contrition, lest by overdriv- 
ing those that are with young, the true fruit 
of the mission be endangered. The firm- 
ness of a father must be combined with the 
tenderness of a mother dealing with them, 


12. As we hold our commission from 
Christ, so we exercise it as derived from 
Him through those who have jurisdiction 
in the particular locality of the mission. 
Deference must, therefore, always be care- 
fully shown to the wishes of the parochial 
incumbent as the authority in all ecclesias- 
tical matters. 

In all things let the people be referred as 
far as possible to the local clergy. One great 
object of the mission must be to form, re- 
new, or invigorate a healthful spiritual re- 
lationship between the people and their or- 
dinary pastor. 
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13. Abstain, as far as possible, from 
initiating any measures which, from any 
circumstance, the local clergy could not carry 
on, 

Let the temporary exercises of the mis- 
sion be avowedly for a time only, and let 
nothing be begun so as to be carried on as 
it were tentatively, and: soon dropped. 


14. When you have to omit some fea- 
ture of the mission which seems to you to 
be very valuable, substitute for it some act 
of self-sacrifice. 


15. Consult with the local clergy before 
finally arranging the plans, and be perfectly 
open with the incumbent in carrying them 
out. 


16. Avoid mixing yourself up with any 
differences or jealousies which may exist 
between the incumbent and any of the 
clergy or helpers, and always enforce by 
word and example the importance of acting 
under authority. 


17. Leave the results of the mission, as 
much as possible, in the hands of the local 
clergy, indicating to them any work which 
it is desirable for them to carry on as grow- 
ing out of it. 


18. Decline all presents of any pecuniary 
value, as far as possible, unless given by 
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or through the incumbent of the parish, or 
sent for the benefit of the community to 
the Superior. 


CHAPTER XXXIII 
Or tHe Rute or Lire 


1, This Rule of Life should be read 
over by every Father of the Society at least 
once in the month, and made a basis of 
self-examination. 


2. When Chapters of Faults are held, 
any breaches of the Rule are to be confessed. 


3. Some portion of the Rule is to be 
read in chapel daily by the Father Superior, 
or the Father Assistant of the house, after 
one of the hours. 


